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Introduction 

Welcome 

  
WinNCS is the new configuration and diagnostic system for system 
components. At present the following systems may be configured by 
means of WinNCS: 
 

 H1 / TCP/IP (Ethernet-CP, Ethernet coupler) 
Profibus-DP (creates 2bf file) 
CPUs for STEP 5 from Siemens (creates DB1) 
 

 WinNCS is the acronym for Windows Network Communication System. 
This program is the successor to NCS for MS-DOS.  
The parameterization software runs under Windows 9x/2000/NT4. 
Configuration parameters that were created for H1 or for TCP/IP by 
means of NCS for MS-DOS can be imported into WinNCS.  
 
We hope you will enjoy working with WinNCS! 
 

Changes to former versions 

  
The recent documentation describes the projecting software WinNCS 
starting with version 3.12. 
Versions 3.12. and higher contain the following improvements: 
 
• The context menu changes depending on the mouse position. 
• Transfer functions are now online functions. 
• Status/SteuernVar has been adapted from WinBB. 
• Now, only one VPR-file is created that is extracted at WinNCS start 

and zipped again at closing.  
• The GSD-file now supports the "special identifier format" for Profibus. 
• Access to Ethernet coupler (search function with automatic setup, 

online engineering, firmware update) 
• The online access to the Ethernet-CP has been extended by search 

functions with automatic setup and firmware update. 
• Access control for TCP/IP-CPs happens via IP lists. 
• The demo version of WinNCS allows to export one DB1. 
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Getting started 

Scope of delivery 

  
The WinNCS program is delivered with the following components: 
 

 WinNCS  
BDE (Borland Database Engine)  
H1 Driver  
Manual 
 

 
System requirements 

  
The following hardware components are required for WinNCS: 
 

 Pentium-based IBM compatible PC 
A minimum of 8MB RAM (we recommend 64MB) 
30MB of unused disk space on the hard disk  
Super-VGA video adapter with a minimum resolution of 800x600 
pixels 
Windows 9x, Windows 2000 or Windows NT operating system  
An optional printer 



Manual VIPA WinNCS Introduction 

HB 91E - Rev. 04/03  3 

WinNCS installation  

 

 WinNCS.exe 

 
WinNCS is installed by means of a setup program. We strongly advise 
that you terminate all other Windows programs before executing the setup 
program. Insert the CD and execute Setup.exe. 
The following procedure is performed: 

 The setup assistant is initialized. Select a language and confirm your 
selection with [OK]. 

 The "Welcome" window is displayed. This contains information on the 
installation and on the copyright – confirm by clicking [Next] and indicate 
your agreement with the licensing conditions by means of  [Yes].
 

 Enter your name and the name of your company into User information.  
 Select the WinNCS directory as Path. 
 All files of WinNCS and of the BDE (Borland Database Engine) are copied 

to your PC. 
 
The installation is finished as soon as the message "Setup completed" 
appears. 
 

Directory structure of WinNCS 

  
Setup defines WinNCS directory during installation. At this time the 
following directory structure is created on your hard disk. 
 
GSD The directory for the current Profibus GSD-files: 

Every manufacturer supplies the characteristics of their slave 
in the form of a GSD-file which you must use to configure 
your profibus slave. 
If you have later versions of GSD-files or GSD-files from 
other vendors you must please copy these into this directory.
 

Ws295sdk Ws295sdk contains an installation utility for Win-Sock2 
functions required for Win95. These functions are a required 
by WinNCS for TCP/IP communications. 
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Starting the program 

 
 

 
The simplest manner to start WinNCS is by selecting WinNCS in the start 
menu. You can also start the program by executing the WinNCS.EXE file. 
The program displays the start window containing information on the 
version.  

  
To ensure that your work with WinNCS is optimized you should set the font 
to small fonts and the resolution to "800x600" in the control panel.  
 

 
 
Closing the program 

 
 

 
WinNCS is terminated from the main menu. When the program is 
terminated, a file with the name WinNCS.ini is saved to the disk. 
WinNCS.ini contains all the configuration settings that you have entered 
into the program.  
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Program registration 

 
Outline 

 
The registration has the following approach: 
 

 

                  

Licence Key

www.key-reg.com

Sales Partner WinNCS

Hardware ID

WinNCS

OK

Email
Activation Key

 
 

Licence key You receive the licence key from your sales partner. 
 

Hardware ID Via ? > Registration the registering dialogue opens. 
 

 

 
 

 The dialog box shows your Hardware ID and a link to the website where 
your activation key is calculated. 
 

 

 
 



Introduction Manual VIPA WinNCS 
 

6  HB 91E - Rev. 04/03 

Calculate 
activation key  

Click on the link to http://www.key-reg.com. The following website opens. 

 

 
  
Customer data Please insert the required data: 
Name Customer name 
Company Customer site 
Email The activation key will be sent to this address. 
Hardware ID The ID shown in WinNCS. 
Licence Key You've received the licence key from your sales partner. 
  
 After clicking onto [Submit], an Email with the activation key is send to the 

given Email address.  
 

Activate Licence  To activate your license, please type the activation key into your software 
under "Registration" and confirm with [OK]. 
 

 Now the Software is registered. 



Manual VIPA WinNCS WinNCS environment 

HB 91E - Rev. 04/03  7 

WinNCS environment 

Overview 

 
Main window 

 
WinNCS starts, the main window is displayed. 

 
As soon as you create a new project or open an existing one via File > 

Create/open project  , additionally the dialog windows „Network“ and 
"Parameter" are shown. 
 

"Network" and 
"Parameter" 
window 
 

   
 
The „Network“ window gives you a fast overview over the complete project 
for it is possible to engineer several systems at one time. These are saved 
as one project file in the database.  
A tree structure lists networks with subordinated stations and concerning 
connection jobs.  
The parameters concerning to the network, the station and connection job 
are shown and altered in the "Parameter" window. 
 

Help system WinNCS provides several help functions. Detailed help is to find via ? in 
the main menu. Context related help to a certain dialog window appears 
when you strike the function key at activated window. 
 

Context menu WinNCS offers a context menu that is activated via the right mouse button. 
This menu gives you access to functions that are only available at this 
mouse position.  
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